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Student Conduct Expectations and Reasonable Sanctions  

Student Conduct Expectations 

As authorized by Chapter 28A.600 RCW, the following procedure sets forth rights and conduct 

expectations for students, along with the sanctions that may be imposed for violations of such 

expectations. At all times, this procedure will be read consistent with federal statutes and 

regulations, state statutes, common law, and rules promulgated by the Washington Office of the 

Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI). 

Respect for the Law and the Rights of Others 

The student is responsible as a citizen to observe the laws of the United States, the state of 

Washington, and local ordinances and laws. The student will respect the rights of others while in 

school, on school property, at all school activities, on district provided transportation, or otherwise 

under school authority.  

Compliance with Rules 

All students will obey the written rules and regulations established for the orderly operation of the 

district and the reasonable requests, instructions, and directives of district personnel. For purposes 

of Policy 3240 and this procedure, the term “district personnel” includes all adults, including 

contractors and volunteers, authorized to supervise student activities. Failure to do so will be cause 

for corrective action. All students will submit to reasonable corrective action by the district and its 

representatives for violations of policies, regulations, and rules.  

Student Conduct Rules 

Any conduct that materially and substantially interferes with the educational process is prohibited. 

The following list of offenses generally describes such conduct, but is not intended to be exclusive. 

Each is specifically prohibited on school grounds, on school-sponsored transportation, at school 

events off school grounds, and off school grounds if the conduct materially and substantially 

affects the educational process or District operations. 

In addition to these rules and procedures, each school in the district may provide additional rules 

and procedures, consistent with those stated herein, regarding student conduct and the 

administering of corrective action applicable to that school. 

Conduct marked with an asterisk (*) is designated as exceptional misconduct and has been judged 

following consultation with an ad hoc citizens committee to be; (a) so serious in nature and/or so 

serious in terms of the disruptive effect upon the operation of the school, or (b) is of such frequent 

occurrence, notwithstanding past attempts to control such misconduct with other forms of 

corrective action, that students may be subject to suspension (short- or long-term) for a first-time 

offense. Such misconduct may also result in an expulsion or emergency expulsion under the 

circumstances described in Policy 3241 and Procedure 3241P. However, neither long-term 

suspension nor non-emergency expulsions will be imposed in response to student misconduct in a 

manner that constitutes “discretionary discipline,” as that term is used in RCW 28A.600.020. 
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1. *Arson. Any intentional or reckless setting of a fire or other burning of personal or public 

property. “Reckless” means that the student understood, but acted with disregard for, the 

consequences of his or her conduct. 

2. *Assault. Actual or attempted hitting, striking, or other wrongful physical contact inflicted on 

another, either directly or indirectly through an object (includes, but is not limited to, slapping, 

pushing, pulling hair, biting, kicking, scratching, and bodily fluids). For verbal threats, see 

Harassment, Intimidation, or Bullying; Harassment, Malicious; and/or Intimidation. 

3. *Bomb Threats. Threatening to bomb or damage any public school facility or property is 

prohibited. 

4. *Dangerous Behavior. Engaging in behavior that a reasonable person would know creates a 

risk of injury to self or another individual is prohibited. 

5. Disruptive Conduct. Conduct which materially and substantially interferes with the 

educational process is prohibited.   

6. *Drugs, Alcohol, and Other Prohibited Chemical Substances. Possession, consumption, 

use, storage, or distribution of drugs, alcohol, and other similar chemical substances, including 

lookalikes, on school grounds, at school activities, or on district-provided transportation is 

prohibited. For purposes of student conduct expectations, this rule applies to the following:  

a.  any controlled substance, medication, stimulant, depressant, or mood altering 

compound, including simulated compounds intended to produce intoxication or 

euphoria, whether or not such compounds have been designated a controlled 

substance by state or federal law;  

b. marijuana or substances containing marijuana;  

c. legally-prescribed drugs that a student is nevertheless not lawfully authorized to 

possess on school grounds, at school activities, or on district-provided 

transportation;  

d. students who enter school grounds, school activities, or district-provided 

transportation following the unlawful use or consumption of drugs, alcohol, and 

other similar chemical substances, including students who appear to be under the 

influence of such substances;  

e. and the possession or use of paraphernalia or other items used to possess, consume, 

store, or distribute drugs, alcohol, and/or other illegal chemical substances, 

including marijuana or substances containing marijuana. 

7. Forgery. The act of fraudulently using in writing the name of another person or falsifying 

times, dates, grades, addresses, or other data is prohibited. 

8. *Fighting. Fighting and instigating, promoting, or escalating a fight and failure to disperse are 

prohibited. Engaging in any form of fighting where blows are exchanged is prohibited, regardless 
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of who initiated the fight. This prohibition includes hitting, slapping, pushing, pulling hair, biting, 

kicking, scratching, and bodily fluids. 

9. Gambling or Encouraging Other Students to Gamble. The act of gambling or facilitating 

the gambling of others is prohibited. “Gambling” means staking or risking something of value 

upon the outcome of a contest of chance or a future contingent event, upon an agreement or 

understanding that the person or someone else will receive something of value in the event of a 

certain outcome. 

10. Gang Activity. Engaging in gang activity or displaying symbols of gang affiliation is 

prohibited. Students will not display, reflect, or participate in dress, apparel, activities, acts, 

behaviors, or manner of grooming which: (a) lead school officials to reasonably believe that such 

behavior, apparel, activities, acts, or other attributes are gang-related and would disrupt or interfere 

with the school environment, activity, or educational objectives; (b) present a physical safety 

hazard to self, students, staff, or others; (c) create an atmosphere in which a student, staff, or other 

person’s well-being is adversely affected by undue pressure, behavior, intimidation, overt gesture, 

or threat of violence, or (d) imply gang membership or affiliation by written communication, 

marks, drawing, painting, design, or emblem upon any school or personal property or on one’s 

person. A “gang” means a group that consists of three or more persons, has identifiable leadership, 

and on an ongoing basis, regularly conspires and acts in concert mainly for criminal purposes. 

Gang symbols include the use of hand signals, handwriting, and/or the presence of apparel, 

jewelry, accessories, graffiti, or manner of grooming which by virtue of its colors, arrangement, 

trademark, symbol alteration, or any other attribute denotes membership in a gang. 

11. *Harassment, Intimidation, or Bullying (HIB). Students will not participate in, conspire to 

participate in, or conspire for others to engage in “harassment, intimidation, or bullying” (HIB) as 

defined in Policy 3207, “Prohibition of Harassment, Intimidation, and Bullying.”  

HIB means any intentional written message or image—including those that are electronically 

transmitted—verbal act, or physical act, including but not limited to one shown to be motivated 

by race, color, ancestry, national origin, religion, creed, gender, sexual orientation, gender 

expression or identity, age, veteran or military status, mental or physical disability, or other 

distinguishing characteristics, when the message or act: physically harms a student or damages the 

student’s property; has the effect of substantially interfering with a student’s education; is so 

severe, persistent, or pervasive that it creates an intimidating or threatening educational 

environment; or has the effect of substantially disrupting the orderly operation of the school. 

Prohibited HIB can include, but is not limited to: slurs, rumors, jokes, innuendoes, demeaning 

comments, drawings, cartoons, pranks, gestures, physical attacks, threats, or other written, oral, or 

physical actions.  

12. Harassment, Sexual. Unwelcome or uninvited conduct or communication of a sexual nature 

toward students, staff, or others is prohibited. Sexual harassment includes, but is not limited to, 

sexual advances, requests for sexual favors, sexual comments, sexual cartoons, innuendoes, sexual 

violence, and other verbal or physical conduct of a sexual nature. (See Policy 3205, Sexual 

Harassment of Students Prohibited, and Procedure 3205P.) 
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13. Inappropriate Dress or Appearance. In accordance with Policy 3224 and Procedure 3224P, 

dress and appearance must not present health or safety problems, intimidate others, cause damage 

to school property, or cause disruption to the educational process.   

14. Multiple Minor Accumulated Incidents. Discipline for culmination of multiple minor 
infractions that both occurred throughout the school year and individually would not rise to the 
severity of meriting a short-term. 

15. *Theft. Possession of another person’s or district property, regardless of value, without the 

person’s permission and with the intent to deprive the owner of such property. Note: As part of the 

sanction, restitution may be required. 

16. Trespassing. Being present on school property or school transportation at a time or place that 

student’s presence is not permitted.  This includes occupying a school building or school grounds 

in order to deprive others of its use. 

17. *Tobacco. Possession, use, distribution or sale of tobacco products or the violation of school 

district tobacco policy. 

18. *Sexual Misconduct. Students will not engage in sexual misconduct on school grounds, at 

school activities, or on school-provided transportation. 

19. *Vandalism. Causing intentional, substantial damage or destruction to school property or the 

property of another on school grounds, on school-provided transportation, or at school activities. 

Pursuant to RCW 28A.635.060, students and parent/guardian are liable to the district for all 

damages to district property. A student’s grades, diploma, or transcript may be withheld pending 

repayment. 

20. Violence with or without Major Injury. Any incident defined by school district policy as a 

violent offense that may or may not include a major injury, but at least the following: 

• Assault (RCW 9A.36) 

• Malicious Harassment (RCW 9A.46) 

• Robbery (RCW 9A.56) 

 

21. *Weapons  

 Possessed or brought to school a weapon as defined by school district policy, but at least 

the following: 

a. Handgun 

b. Shotgun/Rifle 

c. Multiple firearms 

d. Other firearm as defined below 

e. Other weapon as defined below 

 Other firearm is defined by the Gun Free Schools Act as: 
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a. Any weapon (including zip guns, starter guns, airsoft guns and flare guns) which 

will or is designed to or may readily be converted to expel a projectile by the 

action of any explosive; 

b. The frame or receiver of any handgun, shotgun, or rifle; 

c. Any firearm muffler or firearm silencers; 

d. Any destructive device, which includes: 

i. any explosive, incendiary, or poison gas (such as: bomb, grenade, rocket 

having a propellant charge of more than four ounces, missile having an 

explosive or incendiary charge of more than one quarter ounce, mine, or 

similar device. 

ii. any weapon which will, or which may be readily converted to, expel a 

projectile by the action of an explosive or other propellant, and which has 

any barrel with a bore of more than one-half inch in diameter. 

iii. any combination or parts either designed or intended for use in converting 

any device into any destructive device described in the two immediately 

preceding examples, and from which a destructive device may be readily 

assembled. 

iv. Knife/dagger Knife/dagger 

 Other weapon is defined as: 

a. Anything used as a weapon that is not classified as a handgun, rifle/shotgun, 

b. knife/dagger, or other firearm. Examples include chains, pipes, razor blades or 

similar instruments with sharp cutting edges; ice picks, pointed instruments 

(pencils, pens); nun-cha-ka sticks; brass knuckles; stars; billy clubs; tear gas guns; 

electrical weapons (stun guns); BB or pellet guns; and explosives. 

Pursuant to RCW 9.91.160, persons over eighteen (18) years of age, and persons between fourteen 

(14) and eighteen (18) years of age who have written parental permission, may possess personal 

protection spray devices (i.e., mace or pepper spray) on school property. No one may deliver such 

a spray device to anyone under fourteen (14), or to anyone between fourteen (14) and eighteen 

(18) who does not have written parental permission. Personal protection spray devices may only 

be used in self-defense as defined by state law. Possession, transmission, or use of a spray device 

under any other circumstances will be treated as a violation of the district’s rule prohibiting 

weapons. 

Pursuant to RCW 9.41.280, students who possess a dangerous weapon on school premises, school-

provided transportation, or areas of facilities while being used exclusively by public schools will 

be immediately expelled. Students who act with malice and display an instrument that appears to 

be a firearm on public school property, transportation, or other facilities being used exclusively by 

public schools also may be immediately expelled. The superintendent may modify such expulsion 

on a case-by-case basis. 
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